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seed is produced each year. Many yarns and | systems of the Middle West; and is bordered
beans, as well as much sweet corn, are grown | for practically its entire length by the Missis-
for domestic consumption, also for thej sippi River; while proximity to the port of
markets. There is stock raising which includes j New Orleans by means ot this river places
mules, horses, cattle and hogs, and some the State in a favorable position for domestic
dain'ing. Poultry raising is also considerable, and foreign shipments. Mississippi River traf-
The Yazoo-Mississippi Delta is said to be i fie is of growing importance since the deep-
the world's choicest cotton growing land. The j ening of the Channel to the city of Minnea-

cotton is planted in April, and cultivated
through the late spring and early summer.
Picking begins in September and continues
through the fall.

polis.

According to the Federal Census of 1940,
the population of Mississippi was 2,183,796.
Of this total, foreign-born whites numbered

Mississippi.

The historic battlefield of Vicksburg, a Confederate stronghold during the Civil War,
famous for the long siege resulting in its surrender to General Grant on July 4, 1863.
Vicksburg, the third city of Mississippi in size, appears on the banks of the Mississippi
River in the background.

Mississippi has various mineral deposits,
among which are natural gas, petroleum, coal,
gypsum, clay and gravel. The natural gas
output, 1940, was 13,000,000,000 cu. ft.

Mississippi's manufactures have more
than kept pace with the growth of the
population. In 1925 electric power suffi-
cient to run the factories was brought into
the State. The lumber "and timber industry,
one of the oldest in the State, is by far the
most important. The transportation facilities
of Mississippi are excellent, as the State has
direct connection with several large railroad

7,049; Negroes, 1,009,718; Indians, 1,458;
Chinese, 561. The urban population in towns
and cities of at least 2,500 inhabitants con-
stituted 19.8 per cent, of the total.

Mississippi has a State Board of Education,
composed of the secretary of state, attorney
general, and superintendent of education.
There are separate districts for white and
colored pupils, and schools must be open at
least four months each year. Attendance is
compulsory (since 1918). The revenue is pro-
vided by State and local taxation and by
interest on State bonds. Institutions for high-